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PFAS Policy and Regulations Subgroup 

FINAL Meeting Minutes 

WebEx, VDH Office of Drinking Water, 109 Governor Street 6th Floor, Richmond, VA 23219 

11:00 am – 12:00 pm, December 14, 2020 

1. Instructions for using Webex

2. Welcome and meeting overview:
Nelson Daniel, the Office of Drinking Water’s (ODW) Policy and Program Director,
started the meeting at 11:00 am.  The presentation he used for the meeting follows the
minutes.

3. Member Introduction:
Meeting participants, including subgroup members and others in attendance introduced
themselves.  The following members of the subgroup were present:

Nelson Daniel – ODW 
Phillip Musegass – Potomac Riverkeeper Network 
Andrea Wortzel – Mission H20  
Mike McEvoy – Western Virginia Water Authority, 
Jamie Hedges – Fairfax Water  
Jessica Edwards – Loudoun Water  
John Aulbach – Aqua Virginia   
Jillian Terhune – City of Norfolk 
Paul Nyffeler – Chem Law  
Russ Navratil – Virginia Chapter, American Water Works Association 
Wendy Eikenberry – Augusta County Service Authority 

Others that were in attendance included: 
Bob Edelman- ODW 
Tony Singh- ODW 
Christine Latino - ODW 
Carroll Courtenay – Southern Environmental Law Center 
Emily Francis – New Dominion Solutions, LLC 
David Liu – NASA Goddard Space Flight Center / Wallops Flight Facility 
Joel Thompson – Fairfax Water;  
Katie Krueger – Hampton Roads Planning District Commission 
T J Meyer – NASA Goddard Space Flight Center / Wallops Flight Facility 
Sarah Vogelsong – Virginia Mercury,  
Morgan Guthridge –Guthridge Associates 
Robert Sok – Tetra Tech, Inc. 

4. Subgroup objectives, milestones, logistics, and ground rules
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The subgroup’s overall objective, based on the enabling legislation (House Bill 586) is to 
evaluate existing approaches to regulating PFAS including regulatory approaches 
adopted by other states and the federal government. 
 
Nelson said that ODW staff are working on setting up a space on Google Drive that 
subgroup members will have access to so they can post and review files.  He will provide 
more information when it is available. 
 

5. Overview of information that we have 
a. From EPA 
b. From states 

Nelson reviewed information from other states using the presentation that follows the 
minutes.  He noted that the map (slide 7) is not up to date – some states have imposed 
more stringent limitations than are shown.  Subgroup members recommended that ODW 
update the map because it is a good visual reference for what is happening in different 
states. 

Nelson highlighted two sources of information, the Association of State Drinking Water 
Administrator’s (ASDWA) State CEC Rule Development & Management Strategies 
Toolkit and the Environmental Council of the States (ECOS) Processes & Considerations 
for Setting State PFAS Standards, which may be useful in considering other states’ 
approaches to establishing limits on PFAS in drinking water.  He will email copies to 
subgroup members following the meeting. 

6. Research needs and assignments 
a. What information to collect 

 
Regarding slide 24, a subgroup member asked, what do you see as our research needs and 
how do we tackle this? Nelson suggested the subgroup needs to see the enabling 
statute/law and the resulting regulations from other states to understand how their 
standards came to be and work; also to look for other sources of information related to 
their processes for developing standards.  
 

b. Sources of information 
 
Nelson compiled information from internet-based research.  He also used information 
that ASDWA compiled and posted on its website.  Some subgroup members said they 
have contacts in other states and will check with them. 
 

c. Where to compile, store, share 

Proposed to use Google Drive to share data.  Until ODW provides further guidance, if 
members have data, please send it to Nelson via email and he will save it on Drive.  
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List of States that have established standards for PFAS and who will be researching each 
one: 
 

California: Andrea Wortzel  
Colorado: Jessica Edwards 
Connecticut: Jillian Terhune 
Maryland: Phillip Musegaas 
Massachusetts: Jamie Hedges 
Michigan: Mike McEvoy 
Minnesota: Wendy Eikenberry (will contact laboratories ~ limits) 
New Hampshire: Paul Nyffeler 
New Jersey: John Aulbach 
New York: Phillip Musegaas 
North Carolina: John Aulbach 
Vermont: Russ Navratil 

Nelson reminded subgroup members that the work we do and records we compile are 
public records and will be available to the public if requested.  Nelson will send the 
presentation, ASDWA guidance, and ECOS paper to subgroup members by email. He 
will also post a brief summary (meeting minutes) and the presentation on Town Hall.   
 
Phillip Musegaas will work up a summary of current EPA activities related to PFAS in 
drinking water and what the Biden administration proposes to do on the issue.  He will 
also summarize activities in Maryland related to development of MCLs (MD has not 
established MCLs for any PFAS, but there is interest/activity). 
 
Nelson asked subgroup members to also look for information about what other states did 
in terms of funding to support the research and development of MCL’s. 
  
A member asked if there is overlap between the work the Policy Subgroup is doing and 
the topics other subgroups are focusing on.  Nelson noted that other subgroups may be 
interested in information about funding and said that we can share research with the other 
subgroups. 
 
Nelson will look and see what other resources are available and will compile the data that 
is collected.   
 
Timeframe and deliverables for the next meeting: 
 
The PFAS Workgroup will meet again on January 19.  Nelson would like for the 
subgroup to meet the week prior to the PFAS Workgroup meeting to evaluate the status 
of research and discuss any findings members have.  The objective is to be able to make a 
full report, and possibly recommendations to the PFAS Workgroup by its April meeting.  



4 
 

To do this, subgroup members will need to complete and compile their research by 
February or March.  
 
For the Subgroup’s January meeting, please be prepared to provide a summary of where 
you are with respect to your research and what you have learned.  Also discuss, with 
input from the subgroup members, additional research you need to do and how you 
expect to proceed. 
 

7. Public comments – Nelson provided an opportunity for anyone participating in the 
meeting to make a comment.  No one commented. 
 

8. Schedule next meeting, conclusion 
 
For a meeting during the week of January 11, one member expressed a preference for 
Thursday, January 14, or Friday, January 15.  The 2021 General Assembly session 
convenes on Wednesday, January 13.  Nelson will create a Doodle poll for members to 
provide availability and circulate shortly.  Information about the next meeting will be 
shared with Subgroup members by email and will be posted on Town Hall.  
 
Nelson concluded the meeting at approximately 12:00 pm. 



PFAS Policy and Regulations Subgroup 

Draft Meeting Agenda 

WebEx, Office of Drinking Water, 109 Governor Street 6th Floor, Richmond, VA 23219 

11:00 am, December 14, 2020 
1 hour (appx) 

1. Instructions for using Webex 
 

2. Welcome and meeting overview 
 

3. Member Introduction 
 

4. Subgroup objectives, milestones, logistics, and ground rules  
 

5. Overview of information that we have 
a. From EPA 
b. From states 

 
6. Research needs and assignments 

a. What information to collect 
b. Sources of information 
c. Where to compile, store, share 

 
7. Deliverables for the next meeting 

 
8. Public comments 

 
9. Schedule next meeting, conclusion 

 

Next meeting in January 2021 (tentatively, week of January 11, 2021) 
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Ground Rule/Housekeeping Items
‐ Technology issue
‐ Active participation
‐ Suggestions/constructive comments
‐ FOIA requirements

Overview of information that we have
From EPA
From states

Research needs and assignments
What information to collect
Sources of information
Where to compile, store, share
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Other PFAS “as deemed necessary” – does anyone have other PFAS that they want 
to add?
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This is not up to date!
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https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/press_room/press_releases/2020/pr02062020_pfoa_pfo
s_response_levels.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/drinking_water/certlic/drinkingwater/PFOA_PFOS.html

10



Today’s action follows the State Water Board’s August 2019 reduction of the notification 
levels (NLs) for the two contaminants from 14 to 5.1 ppt for PFOA and from 13 to 6.5 ppt
for PFOS. A notification level is a health‐based concentration of a contaminant in drinking 
water that warrants notification and further monitoring and further monitoring and 
assessment. 
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https://portal.ct.gov/‐/media/Departments‐and‐
Agencies/DPH/dph/environmental_health/eoha/Toxicology_Risk_Assessment/2018‐
uploads/Perfluoroalkyl‐Substances‐PFASs‐in‐DWHealth‐Concerns.pdf?la=en
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https://www.mass.gov/lists/development‐of‐a‐pfas‐drinking‐water‐standard‐mcl#final‐
pfas‐mcl‐regulations‐
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https://www.michigan.gov/som/0,4669,7‐192‐47796‐534660‐‐,00.html
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https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/risk/guidance/gw/table.html
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https://www.des.nh.gov/media/pr/2019/20190628‐pfas‐standards.htm
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https://www.nj.gov/dep/rules/rules/njac7_10.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/dep/rules/adoptions/adopt_20200601a.pdf
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https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor‐cuomo‐announces‐first‐nation‐drinking‐
water‐standard‐emerging‐contaminant‐14‐dioxane
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https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2019/hb1175
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https://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/documents/Water‐Supply‐Rule‐March‐17‐2020.pdf
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The Environmental Council of the States
February 2020 white paper
https://www.ecos.org/documents/ecos‐white‐paper‐processes‐and‐considerations‐for‐
setting‐state‐pfas‐standards/

https://www.ecos.org/pfas/#:~:text=ECOS%20compiled%20information%20on%20state%2
0PFAS%20standards%2C%20advisories%2C,as%20understand%20and%20communicate%2
0about%20differences%20in%20guidelines.
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Names added during meeting
Monitoring and detection information will be important for occurrence and monitoring 
subgroup – share information with Bob’s group
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Names added during meeting
Is anyone aware of other states that are taking action?
Circulate Doodle poll to subgroup members to determine next meeting date
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Did not present, from Oct PFAS Workgroup presentation
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